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Travelling History Company on TV 
Bristol is twinned with Guangzhou and both cities enjoy 
close associations. In August, the Travelling History 
Company was invited to arrange a historical tour for a small 
group of Chinese visitors. We selected Clifton Camp, a 
lovely site with great views and an, albeit tenuous, 
connection with China. 

Clifton Camp is an Iron Age hill fort within the realm of the 
Dubonni tribe. In China at this time we were in the Zhou 
Dynasty and this is our connection. The Duke of Zhou 
constructed Ming Tang - Halls of Light. Observatories 
where the sky and ancestors could be consulted, where 
politics could be managed and gatherings held. Clifton 
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Inspiring Professionals 

At the end of August we had 
the opportunity run a trip 
from a rather unpredicted 
quarter - the corporate 
m a r k e t . A s m a l l g r o u p 
organised by William Fraser 
F i n a n c i a l C o n s u l t a n t s 
convened at Stanton Drew 
for an evening of Neolithic 
and Bronze Age discussion. 
The complex of Stanton 
Drew compr ises seven 
elements, three stone circles, 
two avenues, an outlying 
stone and a very unusual 
Cove. The Cove just happens 
to be found in the beer 
garden of the Druid Arms, a 
perfect spot to enjoy fine ales 
and convivial historical 
discussion. 

What better way for those in 
the professional services 
industry to unwind on a 
summer's evening. We are 
looking forward to many 
more outings for law firms, 
accountants, consultants and 
other professionals in the 
Bristol and Bath area. 
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Camp is also home to an observatory, albeit rather more 
contemporary, but we have no doubt that the sky played an 
important role in Iron Age life. 

With the group of families from Guangzhou, and 
followed by Guangzhou TV, we had the pleasure of hosting 
an afternoon of historical activities with the focus 
on comparative timelines between British and Chinese 
prehistory and some artefact handling. 

This was a great afternoon out and thanks must go to GZTV 
and the students, the West of England China Bureau and the 
children from local Bristol schools who manned the flags. 

The Battle for Cropredy Bridge
On 29th June 1644 approximately 18,000 people convened 
on the fields and meadows around Cropredy for what 
would be an important yet inconclusive battle between the 
R o y a l i s t s , c o m m a n d e d b y K i n g C h a r l e s a n d 
Parliamentarians under William Waller. Cropredy Bridge 
was recognised as a potential threat by Charles and he sent 
a party of dragoons to secure it.  
  
Standing atop Bourton Hill, Waller spotted them and sent a 
General Middleton to capture the bridge, which he did with 
little effort. After the battle, which ended in a draw, around 
2000 of Waller’s army deserted and it was realised that a 
new style of army would be necessary. Thus the Battle of 
Cropredy Bridge became a signifiant factor in the creation 
of the New Model Army.  Continued below: 
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Music Corner

It is our view that music plays a 
very significant role in the 
recording and transmission of 
history, biography, ideas and 
just about everything. This 
month we have been listening 
to Mynd by Phillip Henry and 
Hannah Martin. Highlights for 
us include Silbury Hill, a 
wonderful composition taking 
us back 5000 years in the 
Avebury landscape. 
  
The Nailmaker's Strike is an 
a w e s o m e t r a d i t i o n a l 
composition, recounting the 
strike of the Bromsgrove 
Nailmakers in 1862. Miss 
Wilmott's Ghost is a story of a 
Victorian gardner who went 
around secretly sprinkling 
seeds in people's garden so they 
would en joy unexpec ted 
flowers appearing some months 
later.  
  
But our favourite is Song for 
Caroline Herschel. Those who 
have been on our astronomy 
trips will have explored the 
observat ions of Carol ine 
Herschel. This piece brings her 
personali ty to l ife - her 
ambitions to be a singer, the 
upheaval of her move from 
Germany to England and 
c o n t e m p l a t i o n o f h e r 
achievements. Just brilliant! 
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On 11th August 2016, approximately 
18,000 people convened on the fields 
and meadows around Cropredy for 
w h a t w o u l d b e r a t h e r l e s s 
confrontational event, an amazing 
festival of music, ale and general 
excellence.    
  
The festival is eclectic, but it roots lie 
in folk, as would be expected given its 
hosts - Fairport Convention, and folk 
music is all about English History. 
What better way to spend a weekend 
than to sit in a field listening to songs 
recounting tales of English history, 
and in particular, to hear Ralph McTell 
sing “Red and Gold” recounting the 
story of the Battle for Cropredy 
Bridge, penned himself for Fairport 
Convention. By Sunday, around 
18,000 had deserted the site, but in 
contrast to William Waller’s Army, 
Fairport’s Army, as they have for the 
last 30 years, will return again next summer.  

Travelling History outreach 

We are really pleased to have put together a 13 week after school course for students at a local 
Bristol primary school. Commencing on Monday we took our students on a journey to the Middle 
Palaeolithic, exploring the mystery of Neanderthals and the emergence of Modern Humans. Over  
subsequent weeks we shall explore 
British prehistory up to the arrival of 
the Romans. We have some great 
activities planned, including the 
reproduction of palaeolithic art and 
exploring burial practice with lego 
skeletons. 

We also have some activities planned 
for local Beaver groups in pursuit of 
history and astronomy badges. If any 
school teachers, parents, Cub/Beaver 
leaders out there would like further 
information, please do contact us. 
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Travelling History Social 

And finally, our photograph of the moment: 
 

The His tory Machine a t 
Avebury, exploring the barrow 
fields and avenues in the 
wonderful English late summer 
sunshine. We suspect the 
History Machine will become a 
familiar sight around Wiltshire 
and the Marlborough Downs. 

The Travelling History Company:  

Visit us on the web:  

 www.thetravellinghistorycompany.com 

Or on Linked In:  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-swann-39a042120?trk=hp-identity-name 

Or contact us by e-mail: 

js@thetravellinghistorycompany.com
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We have also been busy networking and 
are delighted to have become members 
of The West of England China Bureau, 
Business West and the Institute of 
Travel and Tourism.  

http://www.chinabureau.co.ukhttp:// 

www.businesswest.co.uk/bristol 

http://www.itt.co.uk
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